DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
K-8 GRADES
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION NIGHT
January 14, 2010
6:30 PM D Pod ElI Camino Baptist

Opening Activities John O'Hair, Headmaster DCS
Welcome and Opening Prayer
Introductions
Devotion
WhoisDesert Christian?
DCSVideo
Our Organization
Our Mission
Our Heritage
A Distinctively Christian School Program
Safe But Not Safe
Serving Families
A Scholarship Opportunity — Arizona Tuition Tax Credit
Institute for Better Education



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION NIGHT
KINDERGARTEN - 8™ GRADE
JANUARY 14, 2010

AGENDA

Opening Activities — Ron Smith, K-8 Principal
Welcome & Prayer
Staff Introductions
School & Admissions Information
Questions and Answers
Meet The Teachers

Elementary School Campus (K-5) ~ 7777 E. Speedway Blvd. ~ Tucson, AZ 85710
520-885-4800

Elementary School Visits— Anytime M onday-Friday 7:30-3:30PM
Please call Carol McKee at 885-4800 to arrangefor a visit.

Middle School Campus (6-8) ~ 7525 E. Speedway Blvd. ~ Tucson, AZ 85710
520-795-7161
Middle School Visits— 1% & 3" Tuesdays (November — April)
Please call Janna Van Egmond at 795-7161 to arrange for a visit.
January 19, 2010 or February 2 & 16, 2010 or
March 2 & 16, 2010 or April 6 & 20, 2010

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HANDOUTS
Elementary School Profile/Admission Policy
Application Procedure Overview
Admissions Calendar
General Fees
Answers To Frequently Asked Questions
Dress Code
Summer Mailers — Parents Web Emailer

MIDDLE SCHOOL HANDOUTS
Curriculum Map & Books
Teacher Information
Middle School Profile/Admissions Policy
Application Procedure Overview
Admissions Calendar
General Fees
Class Trip Information 2009-2010
Answers To Frequently Asked Questions
Dress Code
Summer Mailers - Parents Web Emailer



Serving the Tucson Community for 25 years

Desert Christian Schools

“Discipling young peopleto make a differencein their word"
Mission

The mission of Desert Christian Schoolsisto disciplestudentsin partnership with Christian
familieswhileproviding a biblically integrated traditional liberal arts education, so that they
will mature spiritually, develop a biblical worldview, and be academically prepared to impact
their world for Christ

M ission Strateqies

A quality, committed faculty and staff who possess: a growing personal rdationship with Jesus
Christ; asensedf calling to Christian education, and DCSin particular; an integrated biblical world
and lifeview; astrong content knowledge and desireto continuetolearn; training in sound
principles of instruction

A traditional liberal arts curriculum which focuses on truth, goodness, and beauty (as embodied
in much of western Judeo-Christian heritage) and thefundamental skills of thinking, communicating
and rdating

Purpose

To serve Christian families in the provision and maintenance of an independent, inter-
denominational, parent-sponsored, board-directed Christian school on the east side of Tucson
w here:

Christian families may be aided in their God-given responsibility to bring up their children
in thediscipline and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)

Students are encouraged to trust Jesus Christ with thetotality of their lives for the purpose
of glorifying God through a life of service and obedience. (Matthew 22:37)

NOTE: Desert Christian Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or
ethnic origin.

Values

Truth —because God isthe God of Truth
(John 14:6)

Righteousness and Justice- because GodisHaoly (1 Peter 1:14-16)

Sacrificial Relationships — because Godis love (Romans 5:8)

Obedience —because God isLord  (Luke 6:46)

Beauty and Excellence - because God is beautiful and does all thingswdl (Psalm 50:2, Mark
7:37)

Peopl e — because God crested man in Hisimage

(Genesis 1:27)



Characteristics

Christian — Desart Christian Schools recognizes Jesus Christ astheauthor, revealer, and sustaine of
reality. Thereisnothing over which Christ isnot Lord! Therefore webdievethat thereisadistinct way
of observing and under-standing al thingstruly, from a Christian world and lifeview.

In [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
(Colossians 2:3)

Independent — Desert Christian Schoolsis an independent, parent-sponsored school where parentsare
freetoexerciseauthority over, and responsihility for, their children’s education without interference
Teachersarefreetoteach truth astruth. Students arefresto pursuetruth, wisdom, and knowledge
openly and without rdativistic distortion.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the
elementary principles of theworld, rather than according to Christ. (Colossians 2:8)

Public —Desert Christian Schodls serves the public good by producing students who are dtizensliving,
working, and acting in the publicrealm. Weaim to hdp students grow in thar responsihilities and
duties as citizens to become a source of leadership and serviceto their neighborhoods, communities, and
nation.

| Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who isin heaven. (Matthew 5:16)




DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

" Discipling young peopleto make a differencein their world"

OURHERITAGE - OURFUTURE - 2010-2011

Desert Christian High School (DCHS) opened its doors in 1986 following two years of planning
and praying by four core families who envisioned a quality Christian high school on the east side
of Tucson.

Believing that God was using them to accomplish, “big things,” these families stepped out in
faith and commitment. In space rented from Christ Community Church, the high school opened
its doors with just 23 students in grades 9 and 10, and a combined full and part-time staff of
seven.

In 1991, with an enrollment approaching 100 students, and outgrowing the facilities at Christ
Community Church, DCHS moved to thefacilities offered by EI Camino Baptist Church.
Following God's leading, the Board of Trustees expanded the school by adding the Middle
School in early 2000 and the Elementary School in 2004.

Again led by God, our current property was purchased at 7525 E. Speedway and the campus
opened in 2001. The site presently houses the middle school and high school while the
elementary school, still at the EI Camino Baptist Church site, plans to build a future and
permanent K-8th grade campus at Wrightstown and Harrison.

Desert Christian Schools Today
Desert Christian Schoolsis alearning community that disciples its young people to:

(1) Know God truthfully with their minds
(2) Love God thankfully with their hearts
(3) Trust God thoroughly with their wills
(4) Serve God totally with their lives (Matthew 22:37)

DCS serves 220 high school, 115 middle school, and 155 elementary students. The schools
are served by 65 full and part-time faculty and staff.

DCSisin its 23" year of offering a rigorous, Christ-centered liberal arts education. Respected
academically, 95% of our graduates attend colleges, universities and military academies across
the country. In the last three years, 152 DCS graduates have earned approximately $5 million in
scholarships for academic achievement, |eadership and athletics.

Two of the last four Arizona Daily Star’s “ Student of the Year” have been DCHS graduates. The
middle school regularly produces top finishersin the regional ACSI Math Olympics and Spelling
Bee. DCS students, at all three schools, consistently score well above the national average on
achievement assessments, with DCHS havingsevera Nationa Merit Scholarship
winnersin recent years.



The DCHS drama and musical theatre department has established a reputation for excellence,
attracting audiences from all over Tucson. In recent years, the Southern Arizona Shakespeare
competition has chosen three DCHS students to represent Southern Arizona at the national
competitionat NYC's Lincoln Center and USA Weekend named the DCHS production of,
"Camelot," the "Best High School Musical” in Arizona.

Athletically, our boys and girls teams have distinguished themselves by winning many
conference and state titles, but more importantly, character awards such as this year's Boyd
Baker trophy for outstanding sportsmanship among al 1A-5A high schools in Southern
Arizona. Our high school athletic director has also been nationally recognized for outstanding
contributions to our state athletic association.

DCHS received the highest Arizona Interscholastic Association state honor, The Blue Cup
Award, which recognizes the excellence of the DCHS co-curricular activities and the school's
achievementsin "Pursuing Victory with Honor."

Our faculty and staff have also distinguished themselves with national recognition in the areas of
science, yearbook, and the High School Senior Expo program.

The story of Desert Christian Schools is indeed a story of God's faithful leading and abundant
blessing in every aspect of school life at the high, middle, and elementary school levels. For that
we praise Him and will continue to seek his will for future generations of young people who will
impact the world for Christ.

Major Accomplishmentsof DCHS

DCHS Influence on the Community (Community Service Recognition)
- Senior Expo projects recognized by newspapers & scholarship organizations
One student’s campus recycling program won a scholarship for her & a school grant for
DCS*
Since 2006, 2 seniors have won the annual Tucson Citizen Student Achievement Award

**

* Awarded by Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
** Awarded to 1 — 2 city seniors for scholarship, leadership, involvement in community & school activities

DCHS Special Student & School Awards (National Merit Finalist, Blue Cup, etc.)
Since 2005, DCHS produced:
0 Three National Merit finalists
o Two National Hispanic Recognition Students
0 Three National Merit Commended Students
0 A current (2009) student that may be named a finalist
In 2008, a DCHS student won the AIA Student of the Y ear
The Arizona“Blue Cup” (AlA "Everyday Heroes' Top School Award for Arizona)
USA Weekend (Top Musica Theatre in State)



DCHS Students Offices/Awards
The Boys State Conference "Boy's Stater of the Y ear"”
Hugh O’ Brien Y outh Leadership Conference Award

Analysis of DCHS Standardized Test Scores (Especially Reading and M ath)

2005-2009 ACT Ranges
ENGLISH range: 23.8 — 26.3 (out of 36)
0 Thestate averages. 20.9 —21.3
o0 Thenationa average: 20.4 to 20.7

ACT Math Average: 21.6 to 24.7
0 Stateranged from 21.7to 22.1
o0 National average ranged 20.7 to 21

2009 DCHS ACT Average Comparisons
DCHS averaged 24.7 compared to the state’' s 22.1 and national average of 21
94% of DCHS students' ACT test met the ACT College English benchmark score
78% of DCHS students met the ACT college readiness benchmark scorein Math

Fact: Every year, DCHS has consistently outranked state & national ACT averages

2009 SAT Scores
- DCHS mean scorein Critical Reading was 532 (out of possible 800)
0 Arizonamean—516
0 National mean — 501
DCHS Mean in Math was 541
0 Arizona-521
o National —515
DCHS Average Writing score — 533
0 Arizonamean —497
o National —493
Fact: DCHS students consistently outrank state and national averages on the SAT.

AIMS Test
Most DCHS students passed and, therefore, exceeded state standards!
Those who passed were given free tuition to any AZ state university *

*  The state universities are Arizona State in Tempe, Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, and ~ Tucson's

University of Arizona

Per cent of DCHS Graduates Attending College
Consistently 90% or more of DCS students attend college
2009: 95% attended college

The accomplishments of the high school noted above could not have taken place without the
incredible basic education provided by the K5 — 5th grade program. DCS students learn to read
in K5 and upon that foundation DCS primary teachers continue to build. The results are



evidenced by the DCS elementary national test scores. The well-above average scores in both
Reading and Math point to a dedicated teaching staff; one that believes in helping each
individual student to be the best they can be.

The upper elementary and middle schools each offer a challenging curriculum to which the DCS
students respond extremely well. The basic education received in the primary grades prepares
them well to take on all academic challenges that they will receive through 8" grade and beyond.
Again, the nationa tests scores are well above the average. The DCS students are aso well
prepared in bible, history, reading and writing which sets the stage for a truly first class high
school education.

The DCS comprehensive program makes positioning the school to continue to lead the way in
Christian education in the Tucson area imperative. For that reason; DCS has implemented a 10-
year plan to secure its own facilities and athletic fields.






Desert Christian Schools

Safe...but not safe

Each generation of Christians chooses one of three responses to the surrounding culture.*

ATTITUDE ACTION
Offended Withdraw
Enamored Assimilate
Distressed Engage

Desert Christian believes that the Scriptures both teach (Matthew 10:16, John 17:5-7,

| Peter 3:15) and model (Matthew 9:36, Acts 17:16-31) that distress and engagement (in
courageous dependence on God) is the Christian’s dutiful and loving response to the world.
Consistent with such belief Desert Christian desires that its students not flee from the world, but
be prepared “to be in the world, but not of the world.”

In helping prepare its students to lovingly engage the world, Desert Christian emphasizes:

Interpreting and responding to life from a biblical worldview
Understanding competing worldviews prevalent in culture
Defending the biblical Christian worldview as truth

Equipping students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to Confront their
world with Consecration, Competence, Character, and Caring

A w D PE

While Desert Christian desires that its students be safe to pursue learning without unnecessary distractions, it by no
means sees itself as a monastic hideaway. Therefore Desert Christian utilizes grade-appropriate curriculum, which
the school believes prepares students to understand and engage their world.

Desert Christian seesitsrole as an extension of the parents with whom it partners, to train and equip students “....in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4), with the desire that they be prepared to stand alone as
adults, truly making a difference.

* asdescribed in alecture by Dr. William Brown, President, Cedarville College
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DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
“Questions & Answers’
| mportant Facts

Individual taxpayers can fund scholarships and receive an offsetting Arizonatuition tax
credit when they make a contribution to a registered School Tuition Organization (STO).
However, businesses (regardless of form) cannot take advantage of this opportunity, only
individuals.

An Arizonatax credit (as opposed to atax deduction) is subtracted from the income tax
owed to (or withheld by) the state of Arizona.

Thisdollar-for-dollar tax credit cannot exceed $1000, nor can it exceed on€’ stotal
Arizonatax liability (if that liability is less than $1000). Married individuals who file
separate returns are entitled to a maximum tax credit of $500, and single filers or head-of -
househol ds can receive a maximum credit of $500. Any unutilized credits may be carried
forward for up to the next five taxable years.

In addition to receiving the Arizonatax credit, ataxpayer can also clam atax deduction
on hig’her federal return for a contribution to an STO. Contributions in excess of the
aforementioned limits may be taken as itemized deductions on both state and federal
returns.

Contributions may be designated for Desert Christian Schools, or specifically for DCHS,
DCMS, or DCES.

Contributors may also recommend their contribution to a specific student. Thisiscalled
a“recommended contribution” and qualifies for the tax credit. Thereisno financial
qualifying for the students' family when thisis done. However, if ataxpayer
recommends his’her own child, he/she cannot receive the Arizonatax credit.

The Institute for Better Education (IBE) is a501(c)(3) tax exempt, nonprofit organization
and aqualified STO. IBE hasworked very effectively with Desert Christian for almost
ten years. (If a contributor chooses to use another STO, he/she can still designate Desert
Christian.)

There are four ways you can make your contribution: stop by the IBE office OR
Phone in your contribution by using your credit card (512-5438)
By using your credit online at ibescholarships.org
Contact IBE at 512-5438 to set up a monthly checking account debit
Mail in your check (made payable to IBE) and donation form to IBE at:
Institute for Better Education (IBE)
5151 E. Broadway, Suite 1600, Tucson, AZ 85711

Within afew days of receiving a contribution, IBE provides documentation for tax
purposes. The forms to be used when filing for the tax credit are simple and are available
from IBE, Desert Christian, or the Arizona Department of Revenue (AZ forms #301 and
#323).

If you have additional questions, please contact IBE. Desert Christian’s office staff will
do their best to assist you aswell. We do recommend that you contact your tax advisor
regarding any personal tax questions.



DESERT CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOL
CURRICULUM AND ACADEMICS

The curriculum at DCMS is designed to equip students for alife of continued education and
service to God, utilizing all of their gifts and talents. Furthermore, the curriculum is designed for
the child to study and learn the core subjects (i.e. reading, writing, math, history and science).
Other subjectsincluded in the curriculum are Spanish, computers and physical education. The
Bible curriculum includes Old Testament survey for 6™ grade, a study of the New Testament for
7" grade and a class on Christian Ethics for 8" grade.

Curriculum Map
2009 - 2010
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Intermediate/ Advanced Band or Hand Bell Program



Curriculum Books At Desert Christian Middle School for
2009-2010

6" Holy Bible & Route 66 (Positive Action Publishing)

7" Holy Bible & God-Man Book (Positive Action Publishing)

g" Holy Bible, Exploring Apologetics & Exploring Faith & Discipleship
(Christian Schools International)

6" Sory of the Old World (De Bie - Evenhouse)

7" The American Republic (Bob Jones University Press)
World Geography (Silver Burdett Gin)

g" The American Republic (Bob Jones University Press)
World Geography (Silver Burdett Gin)

Math
6" Math 7/6 (SAXON) or Math 8/7 — General Math (SAXON)
7" Math 8/7 - General Math (SAXON) or Algebra ¥ (SAXON)
g" Algebra %2 (SAXON) or Algebra | (SAXON)

Reading Workshop
6" Outside reading requirement - 2 books per quarter
The Giver, Greek Myths, Magician’s Nephew, The Hobbit, Where The Red Fern Grows, The
Bronze Bow, Westing Game

7" Outside reading requirement - 2 books per quarter

Adventures for Readers | (Hartcourt Brace Janovich)

Midsummer’s Night Dream, Johnny Tremain, Tom Sawyer, Twelfth Night, Hamlet,

The Death of Ivan llych, Tale from Shakespeare, assorted short stories, poems and periodicals
g" Outside reading requirement - 1 book per quarter

Adventures for Readers || (Hartcourt Brace Jovanovich)

Literature and Life (Scott, Foresman)

To Kill A Mockingbird, Macbeth, Antigone, Night, assorted short stories, personal narratives and

poems

6" Earth Science (Christian Schools International)
7" Life Science (Christian Schools International)
g" Physical Science (Christian Schools International)

6" Exploring Spanish (EM C/Paradigm Publishing)
7" Exploring Spanish (EM C/Paradigm Publishing)
g" Spanish Is Fun (Amsco School Publications, Inc.)

Writing Workshop**

6" Learning Language Through Literature (Common Sense Press)
7" English Composition and Grammar (Warriner's)
g" English Composition and Grammar (Warriner’'s)

**Easy Grammar (HBJ, Wanda C. Phillips) is used at each grade level.
Updated 1-11-10
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Admissions Procedurefor 2010 - 2011
Desert Christian Schools

This packet contains your school application forms. The forms must be complete and
submitted to the appropriate school office. Once the packet has been verified as
complete, an interview will be scheduled. After the interview is complete, you will be
informed by letter of your student’s admission status. We are not able to guarantee
space until your student has been officially accepted. Your portion of the application
packet must be complete before it will be accepted by the school office.

A Complete Application Includes:

ALL APPLICANTS
Family Application
Please read Statement of Faith & Philosophy of Education
Special Health / Learning Information Form
Student Health History Form
Medical and Student Health Information Form
Copy of Birth Certificate
Immunization Record

Church Life Recommendation — complete top of form, send to appropriate

person to be mailed directly back to school office
Application Fee - $50 per student (non-refundable)

o™ - 12" GRADE APPLICANTS (ADDITIONAL ITEMS)
Student Application with Student Photo
Records From Applicant’'s Current School
Report Card/Grades — Current Year
Standardized Test Scores — Previous Year
High School Placement Test Scores - If Previously Taken

Teacher Recommendation — English/Language Arts - complete top of form,
send to appropriate person to be mailed directly back to school office
Teacher Recommendation - Math - complete top of form, send to appropriate

person to be mailed directly back to school office
Physical Exam (required upon acceptance)

1% - 8" GRADE APPLICANTS (ADDITIONAL ITEMS)
Records From Applicant’s Current School
Report Card/Grades — Current Year
Standardized Test Scores — Previous Year

Teacher Recommendation - complete top of form, send to appropriate person

to be mailed directly back to school office
Proficiency Exam — at discretion of School Principal

K - 8" GRADE APPLICANTS (ADDITIONAL ITEMS)
Student Photo

KINDERGARTEN APPLICANTS (ADDITIONAL ITEMS)
Kindergarten Roundup Appointment

HOME SCHOOL APPLICANTS (ADDITIONAL ITEMS)

Home School Family Information
Home School Recommendation

Thank you for your interest in Desert Christian Schoadls



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
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Desert Christian Middle School

Answers To Frequently Asked Questions
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Wear your favorite T-Shirt with

traditional jeans (blue only), cargo pants or shorts*
Remember to follow DCM S dress code modesty policy in choosing

your T-shirt and jeans! Final deter mination of appr opriate dress

is at the discretion of the School Principal

T-Shirt must fall over your pant’s waistband and not show skin
when you raise your arms.

T-Shirts must not be tight-fitting, sheer or cut low at the neckline.
(Use your collarbone as a guideline, scoop necklines are not
acceptable.)

Camisoles must not be visible at the neckline or through the
material of the T-Shirt.

T-Shirts must have regulation length sleeves (i.e. no cap sleeves, no
sleeveless shirts, no spaghetti strap shirtsover a T-Shirt, etc.)

If there is a message on your shirt it must be appropriate for

DCMS — restricted to a sports team, school or university, Christian
band, message or theme.

T-Shirts, jackets and sweatshirts must not have name brand
banners (i.e. Aeropostale, Abercrombie, Juice, etc.)

Pants must not have holes or be tight-fitting.

Y ou do not need to wear a belt for Dress Down Day! Y ou may
accessorize with a belt if you want.

*Cargo Pants are allowed, plaid shorts may be worn. However,
warm-up pants, sweat pants, basketball shorts are not allowed on
Dress Down Day!




If your clothing is not appropriate, you must change into clothing
from the Gently Used Clothing Closet.



